
December 15, 2016  

Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners 

Chairman Jacobson called the meeting to order with the Pledge of Allegiance at 9:00 a.m.  All 

commissioners were present.   

Chairman Jacobson asked if there were any changes or additions to the agenda.  Commissioner 

Redland made a motion to approve the agenda with changes, Commissioner Hall seconded the 

motion and it was passed unanimously.   

Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the minutes of the December 7th board meeting, 

Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and Commissioner Jacobson led discussion to strike 

the following statement from the record:  It was decided to waive the liquidated damages after the 

work was substantially completed and the project was in a safe condition for the traveling public.  

Motion passed unanimously with the change.   

Auditor-Treasurer Hanson presented a request to allow Tammy Kappes, Deputy Auditor-Treasurer, 

to carry over an additional 77 hours of unused vacation time due to extenuating office 

circumstances.  After some discussion, Commissioner Hall made a motion to allow Tammy Kappes 

to carry over 77 hours of vacation time to be used in 2017.  Commissioner Redland seconded the 

motion and all voted in favor.   Auditor-Treasurer Hanson thanked the board for their consideration.   

Sheriff Jeremy Thornton brought the 2016 Agreement for Law Enforcement Services with the City of 

Hendrum before the board.  The agreement has been reviewed back and forth by both the City of 

Hendrum Attorney and the County Attorney and Jeremy was presenting it for approval.  The 

agreement is for 144 hours in 2016 at a cost of $8,218.08.  Commissioner Redland made a motion to 

approve the Agreement for Law Enforcement Services with the City of Hendrum.  Commissioner 

Bommersbach seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Auditor-Treasurer Hanson brought forth the American Communications, Inc. contract for 2017 IT 

services.  After some discussion, the board deferred action until the December 28th meeting.   

Lori Thronson and Mark Christianson of the Norman County Soil and Water Conservation District 

entered the meeting.  Lori approached the board regarding a request for a funding increase of 

$1,000.00 to their appropriation for 2017.  This would put the appropriation at $64,200.00.  Ms. 

Thronson also presented a request for an additional $22,750 from the county for a match grant 

opportunity for erosion projects.  Sloughing areas on county roadways could benefit from this and 

discussion ensued with Bob Ramstad, Superintendent of County Infrastructure, Ms. Thronson, and 

the board members.   Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve participating in the 1:1 Capacity 

Grant Opportunity from the Board of Soil and Water Resources to be used for erosion projects.  

Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Commissioner Jacobson inquired of Mr. Christianson about buffer strip implementation and much 

discussion ensued.  Mark also offered some information regarding hog production and interest in 

sow farms.  Commissioner Gunderson stated he believed that most of the township moratoriums on 

the building of hog operations have probably expired.   

Bob Ramstad, Supervisor of County Infrastructure, presented the Road & Bridge agenda.  Bob 

introduced a resolution whereas MN Statute 162.08, Subd 4 (3d) provides that accumulated 

balances in excess of two years of municipal account apportionments may be spent on projects 

located outside of municipalities under 5000 population when approved solely by resolution of the 

county board.  Commissioner Redland made a motion to adopt Resolution CR 12-15-2016-1 to allow 

the Commissioner of Transportation to transfer $19,001 (all funds) in excess of two years of 

municipal account apportionments into the Regular Construction Account.   Commissioner 

Bommersbach seconded the motion and on roll call vote, all voted in favor.  Resolution  

CR 12-15-2016-1 passed unanimously.  A copy of the resolution is on file in the Auditor-Treasurer’s 

Office.   

Bob also distributed a Ditch Inspection Committee Member list to the Commissioners asking them 

to update the information and return to the Highway Dept.   

Mr. Ramstad then updated the commissioners on the status of the JD mower tractor, stating that 

the transmission is shot and that repair will cost approximately $20,000.   



Discussion then turned to information provided by Auditor-Treasurer Hanson regarding creating a 

Committed Fund Balance for Large Equipment at the Highway Dept.  After discussion, Commissioner 

Hall made a motion to approve Resolution CR 12-15-2016-2 to establish a Committed Fund Balance 

for the purchase of large equipment in the future.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion 

and on roll call vote, all voted in favor.  A copy of the resolution is on file in the Auditor-Treasurer’s 

Office.   

Sarah Kjono, Director of Norman-Mahnomen Public Health, updated the board on the Community 

Health Board with a grant recap and Community Health Board budget.   

Sarah also brought forth that she had received two resignations in the past two months.  She stated 

that these were both nursing positions.  Commissioner Redland made a motion to accept the 

resignations of Ann Baukol and Kelsey Borgen from Norman Mahnomen Public Health.  

Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  The board thanked both 

Ann and Kelsey for their service to Norman County.   

Ms. Kjono brought forth the idea of creating a new job position within Public Health, that of a Public 

Health Case Aide, which she felt would be a savings to the county not having nursing staff 

performing duties that could be done by someone with a lesser degree and smaller salary.  Sarah 

provided a job description for the requested new position and stated that this would allow her to 

replace the two vacancies in her office with a Case Aide and a Nurse, rather than two nurses.  After 

further discussion, Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the job position for a 

Public Health Case Aide.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Following this, Ms. Kjono, requested to advertise for two positions, the newly established Case Aide 

and a Registered Nurse.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve advertising for the Case Aide 

and RN positions.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

James Brue, County Attorney, presented the board with an Agreement for Services between the 

University of North Dakota School of Medicine and Health Sciences and Norman County to provide 

professional autopsy examination services.  Mr. Brue had reviewed the agreement and noted minor 

changes from the previous agreement with the University of North Dakota for these services.  He 

saw no reason not to sign the agreement.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve 

the agreement with the University of North Dakota School of Medicine, Commissioner Hall 

seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  The agreement will be on file in the Auditor-Treasurer’s 

Office.   

Mr. Brue then presented the Procurement Policy he had drafted to the board for adoption.   After 

some discussion, Commissioner Hall made a motion to adopt Resolution 12-15-2016-3 creating the 

Norman County Procurement Policy.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and on roll call 

vote all voted in favor.  A copy of this policy will be on file in the Auditor-Treasurer’s Office.   

After reviewing the bills as presented, Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the 

bills as follows:   

Revenue: $15,463.15   Building: $88.15  Road & Bridge:        $5,013.98 

 Gravel Reserve:   $4,859.15  Total:  $25,424.43 

Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Dave Stene presented the Social Services bills to be paid in the amount of $54,127.74.  

Commissioner Redland made a motion to approve the Social Services bills after correction in the 

amount of $54,110.46.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Liz Lynch, Lake Agassiz Regional Library, shared with the board statistics for Norman County Library 

locations, with 1,500 current active customers.  Her statistics also show that in 2015 26,260 library 

materials were borrowed from Norman County locations, and she expects that 2016 numbers will 

meet these numbers.  Liz shared instances of the usage of Legacy Funds that the library receives and 

also noted that they will continue to be more active in grant writing, stating that they had received 

grant dollars from the Bremer Foundation which allowed for replacement of computers and the 

Norman County Library received a grant from the Dekko Foundation which allowed for the 

renovation of the Ada Library.   Ms. Lynch also informed the board that the Council of Regional 

Public Library System Administrators is planning a big legislative push in 2017 to change the 



Regional Library Basic Systems Services (RLBSS) formula for funding with the State of Minnesota.  

She invited commissioners to contact their legislators and urge this change.  Commissioner 

Jacobson asked Liz if LARL has ever worked with the Minnesota Rural Counties Caucus on funding 

levels and support for funding formula change.  Ms. Lynch was unaware of this, but said that she 

would contact them for support.   

After all this discussion, Ms. Lynch, brought the funding request for 2017 for the Lake Agassiz 

Regional Library forward.   

Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the funding to the Lake Agassiz Regional Library for 

2017 in the amount of $94,985.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in 

favor.  Ms. Lynch thanked the board for their support.   

Chairman Jacobson adjourned the meeting at 11:52 a.m. 

 

______________________________________  _____________________________________ 

Steve Jacobson, Chairman    Donna J. Hanson, Auditor/Treasurer 


